AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 5, 2004
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 12, 2004

SENATE BILL No. 1155

Introduced by Senator Machado

January 28, 2004

An act-te-add-Seetion+79442-to-the-Water-Codkating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 1155, as amended, Machado. Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Vernalis salinity objectives

Under existing law, the Department of Water Resources operates the
State Water Project, which includes state water facilities, as defined.
Under existing law, the State Water Resources Control Board
administers a water rights program pursuant to which the state board
grants permits and licenses to appropriate water.

The bill would make legislative findings and declarations relating to
the operation of state and federal water facilities and the 1995
Bay-Delta Plan salinity objectives at Vernalis, and, further, would find
anddeclare that the state should not assist an entity in increasing its use
of public trust resources if that entity fails to meet water quality
requirements that are conditions of a water rights permit or license.

Bxistinglawthe-CaliforniaBay-DeltaAutherity-Act-establishes in

commitments—and-etheractionsthataddressthe-gealsand-ebjectives
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Vote: majority. Approprlatlon no. Fiscal committee—yas.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-I+—TFhetegislature findsand-declares-all-of the

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) Under Water Right Decision 1641 of the State Water
Resources Control Board and its subsequent revisions, the
Department of Water Resources and the United States Bureau of
Reclamation areach equired tooperate their espective facilities
to meet numerous water quality standards. These standards
include, but are not limited to, the 1995 Bay-Delta Plan salinity
objectives at Vernalis.

(b) The modeling of both the State Water Resources Control
Boardand the United States Bureau of Reclamation indicates that,
under current operations, violations of the Vernalis salinity
objectives are projected twcur in approximately half of all water
years. This number includes above-normal and wet water years,
which typically meanthere is sufficient water in the system so that
the salinity objectives are not an issue. If the above-normal and wet
water year classifications are removed from the modeling results,
it is predicted that water quality violations will occur at Vernalis
in July and August of most water years.
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(c) The state should not assist an entity in increasing its use of
public trust resources if that entity fails to meet water quality
requirements that are conditions of a water rights permit or
license.
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